
 

 

 

Non-key Decision 
12 October 2020 

Councillor Dr Peter Moseley 

 Cabinet Member for Commercial and 
Operations 

           

 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy - 
Public Consultation   

The Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy is currently under review.  This 
report seeks agreement to commence a 4-week public consultation on the draft revised policy.  

 

 

Report Author 

Anne-Marie Coulthard, Head of Environmental 

Tel: 01476 406319 

Email: a.coulthard@southkesteven.gov.uk 

 

Approved for 
publication: 

Councillor Dr Peter Moseley, Cabinet Member for 
Commercial and Operations 

5 October 2020 

 

Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. Approves the commencement of a 4-week public consultation on the draft South 
Kesteven District Council Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing policy 2020. 

 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 

 
 

1 The Purpose of the Report 

1.1 The current policy was adopted on 1 April 2015 and is under review to ensure it reflects 

current guidance and continues to be fit for purpose, whilst also promoting improvements 

which support environmental sustainability. 

1.2 Members of the Licensing Committee and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

have undertaken a review of the existing policy.  The draft revised policy was considered by 

the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee at their meeting of 23 June 2020, where 

it was recommended to the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations that the draft 

was suitable for public consultation.  

1.3 On 21 July 2020 (prior to the draft policy being published for public consultation), the 

Department for Transport (DfT) unexpectedly published its Statutory Taxi and Private Hire 

Vehicle Standards.  Licensing authorities are under a legal duty to have regard to the new 

statutory standards and the DfT expects the standards to be implemented unless there is a 

compelling local reason not to.   

1.4 In view of the new statutory standards, the draft revised policy considered by the 

Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee has been reviewed by officers and 

requirements which were not already incorporated have been included in the revised draft 

policy. As a result, the following additional areas have been included: 

• Incorporating details of the Council’s whistleblowing policy  

• Licensees to self-report following an arrest, charge or conviction within 48 hours  

• Utilisation of the national register of taxi and private hire vehicle driver licence refusals 
and revocations (the register is known as ‘NR3’) 

• Increase in the frequency of checks of Data Barring Service disclosures to 6 monthly  

• Licensed Operators to submit a Data Barring service Basic Disclosure annually  

1.5 The revised draft policy for consultation is at Appendix 1.  For the purposes of the 

consultation, paragraphs with significant changes which were agreed by the Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee are shown in red, additional changes as a result of the 

statutory guidance are shown in green.  

2 Available Options Considered 

2.1 The legislation that controls the licensing of hackney carriage and private hire vehicles, 

drivers and operators, does not contain provisions that directly require the Authority to 

publish a hackney carriage and private hire licensing policy. However, without a policy, the 

Authority will fail in fulfilling elements of the Regulators’ Code and Officers and Members of 

the Licensing Committee will find it difficult to make appropriate and consistent licensing 

decisions.  

2.2 The Authority could continue with the existing policy without the proposed amendments, 

however, some minor updates will still be necessary to comply with Statutory Taxi and 

Private Hire Vehicle Standards. 

2.3 There is no requirement to undertake public consultation, however, it is considered good 

practice to consult about any significant proposed changes and provides an opportunity for 

interested parties to make comments for consideration.  

 



 

 
 

 

3 Preferred Option 

3.1 That the draft revised policy proceeds to a 4-week public consultation which will focus on 

the hackney carriage and private hire trade alongside the general public and other relevant 

stakeholders, including the Authority’s Licensing Committee. 

4 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

4.1 The draft policy reflects current statutory and best practice guidance.  Revisions in particular 

relate to protecting people from harm and improvements in the vehicle fleet which will have 

a positive impact on the environment.  

5 Financial Implications  

5.1 There are no direct financial implications associated with the recommendations in this 

report. The costs associated with delivering the Licensing service are recovered through 

licensing fees which are reviewed annually by the Council.   

Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance  

6 Legal and Governance Implications  

6.1 Licensing authorities are under a legal duty, under section 177 of the Police and Crime Act 

2017 to have regard to the new Statutory Standards.  

6.2 There is no legal requirement to undertake a public consultation, however, it is good practice 

for local authorities to consult about any significant proposed changes in licensing rules. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Mandy Braithwaite, Legal Executive 

7 Equality and Safeguarding implications 

7.1 An equality impact assessment has been undertaken and has not identified any significant 

negative implications. See Appendix 2. 

8 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

8.1 To reduce the amount of paper used in the process, the consultation will be carried out 

electronically.  However, to ensure everyone can participate, paper copies will be available 

on request for those who are unable to access the consultation online.  

9 Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 1 – Draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 2020 for 

consultation 

9.2 Appendix 2 – Initial Equality Impact Assessment  

Report Timeline:  Date decision due to be made 12 October 2020 

Call-in deadline 20 October 2020 

Date decision effective (subject to call-in)  21 October 2020 

 


